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Happy New Year everyone!  And a warm welcome 
to all those who have joined our happy crew since 
the last newsletter which you can still find on the 
website.

First, a few words for skiers with dogs:  It is 
absolutely essential that all dogs wait in the 
car while you get day passes and rentals, 
and be leashed in the parking lot and for the
first 100 meters down the trail.  We’ve had 2 
close calls where dogs have almost been hit by 
cars coming into the parking lot.  Also, in the near 
future, logging trucks and CN rail cars, (on 
trucks yet!), will be using the logging road to get 
to the highway.  We’re working with the 
companies but we have to take some 
responsibility as well.  Leash your dogs, and keep 
your children close until you’re well away from the
road.  Until we get everyone in the know, could 
members please inform other skiers of this rule?  
We need to get on top of this before something 
happens!

Pooper scoopers – the green shovels hanging on
posts are for tossing your dogs poop far off the 
trail.  Please do so.  Without a fresh fall of snow 
it’s becoming a health hazard out there.

And a reminder that dogs are only allowed on 
the designated Doggy Trail, not on any other trail 
at any time of day or night, and not on the 
snowshoe trail.  

Ice:  Experienced skiers will tell you it’s fast and 
fun.  Less skilled skiers will tell you to avoid it like 
the plague.  If it’s icy at the trails check the 
grooming board on the front of the lodge.  The 
white signs on hooks will tell you which trails are 
most recently groomed and new skiers should 
go where the grooming is.  Ideal snow for new 
skiers is soft.  Our grooming machine can make it 
that way even if the ice is rock hard.  But it takes 
time to cover all the trails so check the board and 
go where the grooming’s good!  Grooming 
priorities are the Dog, the lit trail (Beaver and 
Snowbound) and the short Moose.

Hills:  Hills are the biggest challenge to any 
beginner skiers.  If you’ve never skied before, 
please ask where the best trails are for you.  On 
weekends there are Club members around and in 
front of the lodge and Rental Shop.  We’re there to
help.  Ask!  And if you find yourself at the top of a 
hill that you don’t want to ski down, feel free to 
take your skis off and walk down the side of the 
trail.  If you want to ski down, get out of the tracks
and snowplow down the center of the trail.  As 
you advance in skill and balance, you can use the 
tracks to get down.

This weekend Jim signed the Green Dot Trail (for
want of a better name).  It will have almost no 
hills.  The green dot signs start behind the rental 
shop and will give you a tour of the Stadium Trails 
and a look at some of the beginner hills which you
have the option of trying or not.  

Great News!  We are now able to offer adult 
lessons on Saturday afternoons.  You need to 
email Cathy (snowvalleynordic@gmail.com) to 
pre-register.  Cost is $20.  Although we’re limited 
in the numbers we can take, I strongly urge you
to book a class.  It’ll make skiing so much more 
fun!

And more good news! The Rental Shop is now 
open on Thursday evenings from 3:30 – 9 pm.  You
must pick up your skis by 7:30.  After that the 
Shop is closed except for returns.  Come on out 
and try a night ski!

The weekend rental shed hours remain:  
Saturdays 10-4, and Sundays 11-4.  Please note 
that all day pass and rental payments at 
Onion Lake are by cheque or cash only.

Masters’ ski (“ski fit” with skill 
development) is firing up again on Thursday 
evenings at 7 pm.  Just show up.  Everyone 
welcome.  COVID protocols/distancing will be 
maintained.  

Where IS that Snowshoe trail?   Go past the 
lodge and out houses, then the snowshoe 
entrance is on the left.  The snowshoe map is here
(scroll past the ski trail map): 
https://www.snowvalleynordics.com/trail-maps
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Meet the Executive: We have a wonderful, 
hardworking Board of Directors and I’d like you to 
meet them so you know who works hard to keep 
everything going.  This month I’m featuring Dean 
and Sue Bergstrom.  Besides running their own 
small business (no small feat in itself), Dean is our
head groomer and Sue is our treasurer.

The treasurer’s job is no
picnic.  Sue once had to deal
with no less than 2 audits in
one summer and she not only
came through with shining
colours, she didn’t quit being
our treasurer!  Many, many
thanks to Sue for keeping our
books in such good order that
at year end, she just has to
print out the usual monthly
statement and title it Year
End! And she does it all with
humour and kindness!

Dean is our Chief of Grooming.  (Nordic Skiing has 
“Chiefs of …”  it sounds so much better than 
“Director” or “That Guy Over There.”)  

Dean’s job description is as follows: 

No wonder he’s always requesting cookies!  He 
works hard!

As of today, our Club membership stands at 
662 with more coming in.   This is a huge increase
from last year (534).   There are many things 
about this Club (that’s been around for 40 odd 
years), and I’m asking old timers to give the 
newcomers a hand getting to know the trails, and 
our way of doing things.  Also a quick demo of 
how to go up a hill (or down) can really help a new
skier.  Because we have so few lesson spaces 
(COVID restrictions strike again), helpful advice is 
something we should all be generous with.  

That’s it for now folks!  Stay safe and enjoy the 
trails!                          

                     

                  
 

--Drive and do basic maintenance on all the machines
--Be able to fix them when they break down
--Be an expert groomer in all snow conditions (and Snow 
Valley has more snow conditions than anywhere else in 
the province!)
--Be completely familiar with all the trails and the work 
that needs to be done to maintain or improve them
--Organize getting that work done with contractors or 
volunteers
--Come up with brilliant ideas that are great for the 
Club, and then make them work
--Train new groomers on the various machines
--Organize garage barbecues for his crew
--etc.

   Think Snow!

Liz Thorne 
President, SVNSC
Email ejthorne@telus.net
Phone 250.632.6055
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