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Hello Everyone!  I just finished reading over the 
last newsletter before starting this one.  And I 
have to say – the world has changed.  We held 
our monthly executive meeting on March 10, and
nary a word was uttered about COVID-19.  We 
made plans to open the Rental Shed for the rest 
of March and were thinking about plans for the 
summer.

10 days later, we have closed the Rental Shop 
and the lodge is open for water access and 
microwave use only.  (Please wipe off the pump
handle and the Microwave buttons after use.  
And read the COVID-19 update on the website 
and facebook page.)  

On the upside, the weather has been glorious 
and skiing in shorts is a thing now!  It’s easy 
to meet friends at the trails, maintain proper 
distance and have a terrific ski together.  In this 
time of anxiety, a good ski will do us more good 
than most other remedies out there. The plan is 
to groom weekly or as needed so get your skis 
on and go!

We’ll be collecting up the Rental Gear on 
Tuesday, March 24, 4-7 pm, and we’re making 
plans to keep everyone as distanced as possible.
The plan is to set up 2 or 3 tables in front of the 
lodge, labeled according to last name.  Drop your
skis off, get your name checked off, and go.  If it 
rains, the plan is to have the drop-off in the big, 
Snow Kitty garage.  If you rented skis from us, 
you will receive an email notice.

Make the effort to return your skis on the 
specified day.  Volunteers have more to do than 
chase down skis that should have been returned 
when we asked.  If the date is impossible, please
email us, snowvalleynordic@gmail.com and we’ll
work something out.  

When you do come out with the kids, please 
ensure that they don’t ski on the log piles.  It’s 
extremely dangerous as piles are hollow and it’s 
very easy to fall through and get trapped, 
especially now that the snow is softening up.

In other news, we had an excellent grand 
opening of the Rental Shop (March 7), the cake 
was enjoyed by all and the new rental skis are in 
circulation. 

The Tour de Soup (March 8) was another 
amazing success.  150+ people enjoyed 
delicious soup and almost perfect skiing too!  
Thank you to Darryl at Sherwood Mountain for 
his tremendous support and organization of the 
soups for the event, thank you to Rob Geier 
(Geier Waste Management) and Bob Park (All 
Seasons Source for Sports) for the grand prize 
ski package, and thank you to all the volunteers 
who stepped forward—some for double shifts—
to make the day run smoothly.  The draw prizes 
were from Sherwood Mountain (Darryl), 
Waterstone Sharpening Services (Deo), and Wild
Bike (Bruce).  The soup sponsors were Anka’s, 
Thornhill Pub, Donna’s Kitchen, Rotary Skeena 
Valley, Chances Bingo Hall, JF Foods, Big 
Norm’s Bistro, PF Bistro, and Sherwood 
Mountain.  
             
And as always, the Marathon (Feb. 22) was a 
great event with everyone winning a chocolate 
bar and enjoying wonderful skiing!  Thanks to 
coaches, and race organizers and volunteers, 
and all the kids and adults who participated, and 
to all the parents!

Help Please!  The executive has decided that 
we need to upgrade our security system.  
Directors have been consulting and researching 
and we’re feeling quite overwhelmed.  Is there 
anyone who is a fan of Onion Lake Ski Trails 
who has some expertise in security and who 
would be willing to advise us?  This is not a 
request to take on the project – just to inject 
some actual knowledge into the 
conversation.  Please email me at 
ejthorne@telus.net.  Thanks.

As the season winds down I want to thank all the
volunteers who make this Club work.  6 
groomers; 20 JackRabbit coaches; 11 CANSI 
instructors; some folks who just come out to help
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make races happen, and others who turn up for 
work parties; a dozen in the Snow Flake Café on 
Saturday mornings; 24 Rental Shop volunteers; 
and 14 executive members.  All these folks 
donate anywhere from a few hours a month to 
100s of hours over the year.  They say an 
attitude of gratitude is good for our mental health.
If that is the case, then this Club should be the 
sanest bunch of people in the country because 
we sure have a lot of people to be grateful for!

Enjoy the end of the season
everyone!  The snow is great so

get out and ski!  
 

       Liz Thorne   da Prez,  SVNSC  
ejthorne@telus.net
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Jack Rabbits celebrate the Rental Shop Grand Opening and their last day of lessons on March 7


