
SVNSC News
                    February 2020

Hello skiers!  I hope everyone has 
managed to get out on the trails in the 
past month even though the snow gods 
have tried their darnedest to keep us busy 
shoveling our driveways.

I want to start with a huge thank you to 
the groomers for the gargantuan task 
they have undertaken in the last month.  
We haven’t seen this kind of snow in many 
years and we’re grateful for the hours of 
grooming (and regrooming the next day) 
that they have put in.  Special thanks to 
Anthony van der Meulen for making the 
Snow Valley Open Race possible.  Having 
groomed whole race course  the night 
before, he had to do a fast redo of a 
shortened course first thing in the morning
as another foot of the white stuff fell 
overnight!

And while I’m thanking people, here’s a 
shout out to Andrew Blix and his light 
weight, high performance snow mobile, 
who packed the snow shoe/fat bike trail for
us last weekend.  

And finally, huge thanks go to the Rental 
Shop volunteers who have been opening
up come hell or high snow banks every 
weekend!  It’s not the leisurely job it once 
was either.  Last Sunday there were 38 
pairs of boots drying out at the end of the 
day.  It takes two people to make it work.

Fortunately the weather and ski conditions 
were wonderful for the Women’s Fest last
weekend.  Cathy and her crew of 
volunteers (coaches, soup-makers, kitchen 
staff, etc.) pulled off another amazing 
event!  Which brings up another topic:
I noticed on FB that a few people were 
lamenting not knowing about the Fest and 
missing it.  This points out one of the flaws 
of FB. The note about signing up for the 
skifest got seriously lost in the newsfeed.  
However,  we have a website, 

www.snowvalleynordics.com which Tara 
Robinson of northernbcweb.ca 
volunteered a ridiculous number of hours 
to set up.  All that information is on the 
website, and it doesn’t disappear.  Make a
habit of checking the website if you 
want club and event information.

Coming Events:
Monday, Feb. 17 (Family Day in BC) – 
Rental Shed is open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 22 – Moose Marathon 
(multiple distances to choose from, 
chocolate bars for anyone who crosses the 
finish line!)
Sunday, March 1 – Tour de Soup (tickets
will go on sale soon, $10 each)
Saturday, March 7 – last day of Jack 
Rabbits and the official Grand Opening of
the new Rental Shed!

We are hosting a CANSI (Canadian 
Association of Nordic Ski Instructors) 
weekend Feb. 28-March 1, for those 
seeking personal skill improvement and 
technical understanding of XC skills, as 
well as a desire to coach/instruct others in 
Nordic skiing.  Contact Cathy if 
interested:  snowvalleynordic@gmail.com

Memberships:  If you are still wavering 
about getting a season’s pass, this might 
be the time to sign on, because half-
season rates start on Feb. 15.  This 
year, that is going to be a very good deal—
we have lots of skiing to do before this 
season ends!  Go to 
https://zone4.ca/reg.asp?id=21901 to 
register, or print off a mail-in form from the
website.

Another item that got lost in the FB feed 
was a message from Terrace Community
Forests, which manages the forests 
through which we ski.  There have been 
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some questions about the large piles of 
logs stacked around the trails.  They have 
now seasoned enough that after this 
winter, they will be taken to our local pellet
plant and turned into pellets.  They will not
be burned on site.  There is a detailed 
letter on the board in the lodge if anyone is
interested.

Terrace Community Forests management 
and harvesting is how Terrace City Council 
funds grants that are awarded to 
community groups that apply for financial 
help.  This year, our Club received $7500 
towards the Rental Shop;  last year, we 
upgraded the the Troll Trail.  Next year we 
plan to do some work on the Lone 
Wolf/Clearwater connector.  In previous 
years we bought a new Snow Mobile to pull
the Ginzu, and there have been various 
other TCF grants over the years – all from 
the harvest of trees by the Community 
Forest.  We’re very grateful for their 
generous support.

And finally, you will have noticed that 
every single event or service that happens 
at the trails is done by volunteers.  Some 
jobs are easy, once-off things, some are 
considerably more time- and talent-
consuming. But they all need to be done.  
The current request for volunteers is as 
follows:
1.  When the Rental Shop is open on 
weekends, we’d like to have someone 
hanging around as host/ambassador 
near the ticket booth to help people figure 
out the day pass process, get their skis on,
give directions to trails and so forth.  Can 
anyone give us a few hours, especially on 
Monday, which is Family Day?  Contact Liz: 
ejthorne@telus.net
2.  The Moose Marathon on Feb. 22 
needs timers, registration personnel, 
course controllers, and bib collectors at the
finish line.  And someone to hand out 

chocolate bars!  Email Travis: 
travisluvsbikes@gmail.com
3.  The Tour de Soup on March 1st will 
need set up and take down helpers and a 
kitchen crew, as well as shifts at the soup 
station.   Email Cathy if you can help: 
snowvalleynordic@gmail.com
4.  And March 7, the last day of Jack 
Rabbits and the Rental Shed Grand 
Opening, we’re asking for extra 
baking/goodies for the Snow Flake Café.  
Email Reanna:  zaharayukon@gmail.com 
 

That’s it for now folks.

We have the snow, 
so let’s ski !!

 

       Liz Thorne   da Prez,  SVNSC  
ejthorne@telus.net
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